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The Pleasure of Musicals D12

(N. Carver)

My father was a professional musician, and music was always
part of my family. Since I was a little girl I sang in the school
chorus and many of the songs I learned were from American
musicals. My favorite musical was and still is “The Wizard of
Oz” which was adapted from an American children’s story.

I can still remember eating lemon drops while watching
Dorothy (Judy Garland) sing “Somewhere Over the Rainbow”
on television. I was seven years old then and every time I hear
that song, I’'m seven years old again.

Musicals are an integral part of American culture. From the
time we are in grade school, we are taught to sing, act and dance
in school musical productions. Most Americans know several
songs from musicals but don’t realize that the song is from a
musical. The first musical I can remember being in was “The
Mikado.” I was in junior high school and I played a Japanese
princess. I got to wear a kimono and carry a Japanese fan. It is
one of my best childhood memories. (Maybe that’s why I came
to Japan.)

Did you know that musicals are an American invention?
Most Americans don’t know that. Musicals were originally a
combination of opera and vaudeville. Musicals can be dramas
or comedies but most musicals are comedies or at least have
light-hearted themes.
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hospitality BrvBbTEL

oS40

Ladies and gentlemen.
s

Thank you very much for inviting us to this welcome party.
We are honored to be here tonight.
On behalf of our group, I would like to express our gratitude.
#E
We arrived here last night, and perhaps we still have jet lag.
But I am sure we are going to have a wonderful time getting
to know you.
s
Thank you very much again for your hospitality.
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For Study Check Your Reading Speed
The Pleasure of Musicals 2

In an American musical, the theme is usually something to do
with America or American culture. That’s why musicals are very
useful for studying American culture. Examples of musicals
with American themes are “Oklahoma,” “Porgy and Bess” and
“Grease.” “Oklahoma” is about American farmers, “Porgy and
Bess™ 1s about African-Americans and “Grease” is about Amer-
ican teenagers.

Most musicals feature bright and extravagant costumes like
“My Fair Lady” or “The King and 1.” Some are even more
out-landish like the musical “Cats” where all the characters
dress as cats. On the other hand, you have musicals like “Hair”
where we had for the first time, actors standing naked on stage!
Well, at least their costumes weren’t expensive.

Although some musicals are created in Hollywood, Califor-
nia for the movies, most musicals come from Broadway in New
York. Even today, new musicals are being written and per-
formed on Broadway. “West Side Story,” which is an adapta-
tion of Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet,” ran on Broadway for
many years. Some musicals come from England. “Oliver” is one
of them. The story takes place in England and all the music was
written by Englishmen and was adapted from a book written by
Charles Dickens.

If you are interested in learning more about musicals, I
suggest your local video store. I've noticed that in Tokyo you
can get many musicals on video tape. Don’t worry about
understanding every word, just try to get the feeling from the
action and enjoy the singing, dancing and costumes.



